The "Dirty Dozen"

Playground Hazards

With over 200,000 playground injuries every year, don'tforgetfo check for

these plauground dangers before letting

Make sure the surface
of the playground is

wood chips, sand, or

rubber.

Dpenings fo Equipment
Make sure that openings fo
equipment are either smaller
than 3.5 inches or larger than
D inches To avoid entrapment;

Supervision
An injury can occur in
seconds. Ensure that
your children are

ALWAUS supervised.
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Sharp edges

Inspectthe playground
for sharp edges or
other areas that"could
harm a child.
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Is the fall area
under the swings

or monkey bars
safe?

Equipment
Spacing
Is there enough space
befween the equipment

To reduce
overcrowding?

Appropriafe
Not all playgrounds are
appropriafe for every age.
Check for age appropridfe
playgrounds before taking
your kids To play.

Quardrails
Make sure that dll

elevdted surfaces have

guardrails and that these
have appropriafe height”

and spacing for safely,

our child play.

Protrusions or

strangulation hazard
Wateh for bolts or screws
sticking oul of equipment
and don'tdress your child
in clothes with sfrings or,

Trip Hazards
These include: exposed
concrefe, abrupl
changes in surface
heights, free roofs, Tree
sfumps, and rocks

Lack of
Maintainence
Check To make sure that
The playground is in
good repair and thatthe
equipmentisnTbroken

or worn.

Dangerous
Equipment
Watch for equipment that
isn'Trecommended for
public playgrounds due To
high rigk of accident like

free swinging ropes or
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